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Dear Center School Friends, far and wide,

Happy 35th Anniversary! The school is 
offi  cially all grown up! 

For our Anniversary Issue, the Chronicle 
has a plethora of alumni updates, some 
special articles, and exciting news. I hope 
you enjoy it. 

These days I fi nd myself looking more 
to the future of the Center School than 
to the past. I can do this because we 
are in great shape, with unprecedented 
enrollment, a remarkably robust teaching 
team, and a Board of Directors that is 
bravely planning for a bright future. This 
spring, we engaged Kevin Campbell, 
an independent school capital projects consultant, to create a feasibility 
study for us with a view toward improving and growing our physical plant. 
We are, after all, bursting at the seams. We have even held the occasional 
class in the Brick Building elevator and on the Attic Stairs!

I am proud to announce, that another example of our incredible growth, 
is that the school has a new board committee, JED (Justice, Equity, and 
Diversity.) Out of this committee, a comprehensive 5-year plan has been 
developed for the school regarding improving staff  diversity, inclusive 
curriculum development, consulting to other schools on our Social Justice 
approach; walking the talk, as it were. 

Finally, on a personal note, my son Jude, who has been at the Center 
School since Primes, will graduate from our 8th Grade in June. Thanks 
to the Center School, Jude has become a more confi dent, conscientious, 
caring, and engaged citizen. With his wonderfully rich Center School 
education under his belt, Jude is well poised for the challenges of high 
school. My wife, Becky and I are so grateful to the Center School “village” 
for all the big and little things you have done to support Jude as a student 
and as a human. This school is his family. 

Have a wonderful summer, and happy reading!

With my best, 

Charlie Spencer
Head of School

PS If you’d like to give to the Center School Annual Fund (or give again!), 
there’s an envelope attached. You have until June 30th, 2017 for it to count 
towards this Anniversary year! Thank you for your support.

GREETINGS FROM THE HEAD OF SCHOOL
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Hey Maggie, can you write a little 
something for The Chronicle? Sure, 
but isn’t that a spring thing? You 
know, May-ish? We’re not there yet. 
We haven’t gone to Camp Takodah 
with the Uppers, we haven’t had 
Lasagna Grounds Day, no Holiday 
Sing, no amazingly detailed 
teachers reports and conferences, 
no skiing at Berkshire East, no 
Variety Show, no…wait a minute…
it is spring and it is May and I am 
kicking and screaming my way to 
graduation where my 8th grade 
daughter will say goodbye to her 
beloved Center School.

When we adopted our Ella 14 
years ago, all of our friends with 
kids would say, hold on to this 
time, it will go by faster than you 
can imagine. Yeah, yeah, yeah. 
But it didn’t take long for me to 
realize they were right. It fl ies. 
So, you parents of Littles, Primes, 
and Mups, savor this time. It will 
be over in a blink and you too will 
be watching your Upper stand 
on that graduation stage and you 
too will be wondering how did 
this happen…how can we ever say 
goodbye?

As a parent, I am holding on for 
dear life to the remaining days of 
school. As your Board Chair, I look 
back on a year of accomplishments 
from a hard-working dedicated 
Board. Dedicated to fi duciary 
responsibility. Dedicated to our 
Strategic Plan. Dedicated to 
growth and maturity and moving 
our school in a direction of 
expansion, while holding true to 
our mission. 

Creating a Diversity Committee has 
long been a goal of the Board. This 
year, headed by Sharon Gralnick, 

this goal has become a reality. 
And this year is just the beginning 
for this fearless crew. As we burst 
at the seams with an enrollment 
we only dreamed of, the Board 
enlisted the eff orts of a highly 
accomplished and recommended 
consultant to evaluate our physical 
plant. How much more space 
do we need, what will it take 
to upgrade and renovate our 
buildings?  Is this possible? So, a 
feasibility study has commenced 
and soon we will know where we 
stand and a Capital Campaign 
will be launched. Stay tuned…it’s 
coming!

I could go on and on about this 
Board and my deep appreciation 
for each member and my love of 
this ridiculously terrifi c school. I 
could go on and on about how 
I will need a crate of tissues 
come June. But I will end now, 
with a simple thank you for a 
year of change and growth and 
compromise. A year well spent and 
well done at The Center School.

Maggie LeMee
Board Chair

FROM THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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We’re having another inspiring year 
of giving, Center School! Sincere 
thanks to all of you who’ve committed 
to this year’s annual fund campaign 
and participated in our giving day 
challenges. On Valley Gives Day alone, 
more than 100 of you helped us raise 
$26,570 – that’s an incredible amount 
of money for any community to raise 
within 24 hours! 

To date, 270 of you have contributed, 
which means we are at 72% of our 
dollar goal. Thank you to those alumni, 
grandparents, families, staff  members, 
aunts, uncles and friends who’ve given 
so generously!

Last year’s Annual Report
(July 1, 2015 - June 30, 2016):

GOAL: $85,000
RAISED: $86,596
 320 donors

•  Gifts ranged in size from $5 - $17,400
•  The average gift size was $217

($213 in FY15, $240 in FY14, $300
in FY12, $540 in FY11)

•  86% families participated (97% of returning families) and
• 100% of board and staff 

The Annual Fund fuels our school’s progressive mission by supporting 
staff  and faculty, paying for books, beakers and band-aids, funding fi eld 
trips and programs, and contributing to our fi nancial aid budget (which 
benefi ts over 60% of our families).

If you haven’t yet made your Annual Fund contribution, please do so now. 
In this 35th year, please honor the founders, teachers and students and 
give today!

–Lynn Valle and the Development Committee

We are also THRILLED to announce that the Center School has receive 
its largest planned gift to date, and it couldn’t be from a more dedicated 
Center School Family:

In April, Founder Marlynn Clayton’s parents Max and Esther Krebs 
bequeathed to the Center School the largest gift we have ever received: 
an unrestricted gift of $300,000. Our board will share its plans for this 
amazingly generous gift with you in the coming months.

ANNUAL FUND & GIVING REPORT

Year-to-Date Progress
(as of May 3, 2017)

GOAL: $90,000
RAISED: $65,240 – 72%
 270 overall donors

Current Family
     Participation: 45%
Board and Staff : 65%.

SPECIAL THANKS to this 
year’s anonymous donors 
who sponsored matching 
challenges for National 
Philanthropy Day and Valley 
Gives Day. This community 
LOVES a challenge!

We still need to raise $24,760 
by June 30th! You can use 
the enclosed envelope or 
go online NOW to give: 
centerschool.net

Thank You!
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Dear Greenfi eld Center School Family,

It is with bittersweet pleasure that I write this letter and present this gift 
to you from my parents, Ambassador Max Vance Krebs and Esther Winn 
Krebs upon the passing of my mother this past July.

My parents lived a life of service. For 29 years, they traveled the world 
representing our country as a career Foreign Service diplomatic couple. In 
retirement they served on boards, often as the president and as volunteers 
in countless non-profi t arts and human service organizations. They both 
believed in the philosophy of “noblesse oblige”, with privilege there is also 
responsibility. 

They were both amazing people who lived their years with gusto, a love 
of adventure and a passionate interest in helping people, far and near, 
in reaching their dreams. They deeply believed in education, for in their 
experience it was education that opened the doors to achieving their 
dreams. They both worked hard for the opportunity to go to the schools 
they attended and were both forever grateful for that opportunity.

So, it was back in 1981, when I and the other Center School founders fi rst 
had our dream of starting a school, my father and mother stood behind 
us and helped through their generous fi nancial support to make our 
beginning possible. As the Center School grew and changed through the 
years, they continued to give generously, always deeply committed to 
helping education make a change in our world.

In 1992, my parents created an Irrevocable Charitable Remainder Trust. 
A fi nal dream of theirs was that upon their deaths, they would be able to 
give generously to those non-profi t organizations that were carrying on 
the work that they so deeply believed in. The Greenfi eld Center School 
was at the top of their list.

My mom and dad are now both fi nally 
at peace together. I have enclosed 
a copy of each of their obituaries so 
that you can see what meaningful and 
generous lives they lived. 

I am honored to be able to present 
this gift to the Center School family 
and treasure the knowledge that it will 
be used to further the Center School 
mission which my parents believed in 
and I cherish.

Take care my friends.

Marlynn Clayton
Co-founder of the Center School

FOUNDERS VOICE
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In the fall, the Center School was 
brimming with passion and fervor 
about the election! But not the 
Trump and Clinton one… they were 
jazzed about the Shellizabeth 
Warren and Jill Swine one! Each 
week these two local candidates’ 
platforms got more and more 
detailed and complex. One most 
compelling issue was sharing. 
Swine says you shouldn’t have 
to share if you don’t want to 
(if something is special to you 
or breakable, for instance) and 
Warren’s take was that everyone 
should have to share always, “It’s 
what we do.”

What was particularly great was 
watching this all school project 
unfold. Teachers set it up so that 
each classroom had a specifi c role. 
Teachers worked together to fl esh 
out the issues, and next phase 
of the lesson, each week at staff  
meeting.

Then at All School on Fridays the 
candidates (a turtle, Shellizabeth, 
and a pig, Jill, were actually 
puppets operated and voiced by 
8th graders), and the newscasters 
(Mups) and data analysts 
(Middles), let the students know 
the latest developments in the 
campaigns. MUMs (4/5 grade) 
were in charge of the polling 
station and election process 
itself, and Primes created signage 

supporting their candidates. At 
All School each week, children 
were able to ask the candidates 
questions.

One week, posters and fl yers made 
by kids during their free moments 
were cropping up everywhere 
around campus. I went to turn 
the light off  on the attic stairs 
and there was a tiny sticker with 
a picture of Jill Swine on the 
light switch. Were our students 
beginning to discover/develop the 
concept of subliminal marketing? 
Was that a good or a bad thing?

I have to say, that while the US 
Presidential election loomed 
impossibly large in my life, the 
Center School version was a great 
antidote. I learned so much from 
our students of every age about 
what really matters (sharing, for 
one), and I know they felt powerful 
and engaged in the political 
process right here in their very 
own school. Our election theme 
was hands-on critical thinking at its 
best!

P.S. Shellizabeth won! That means, 
among other things, that if she 
keeps one of her most popular 
campaign promises, we should be 
getting a slide for the playground! 
A tunnel slide! Whooooooopie!

Charlie Spencer
Head of School

SCHOOLWIDE THEME: THE ELECTION
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Addie Coley is living in Madison 
WI, working as a software tester 
at Epic, an electronic medical 
records company. She graduated 
from Grinnell College after seven 
semesters in May 2016 with a 
B.A. in Political Science. Addie is 
currently “trying to get back into 
Ultimate (been on hiatus since 
GCS!), still rereading Tamora 
Pierce,” and says “generally, things 
are good!” 

Adina Viarengo has been 
developing a clothing line called 
Y4L, releasing a new collection 
soon. She is in the California desert, 
recording vocals for the band 
White Ring. 

Alex Mitchell lives in Washington, 
DC, with his wife, Ashley, and dog, 
Besa. He is a lawyer in his second 
year of private practice. “GCS 
remains my favorite alma mater (by 
far!). I still brag about how much 
“outside time” I got as a kid, and 
spend most of my days as an adult 
trying to match it. “

Alice Proujansky Murray is a 
documentary photographer living 
in Brooklyn, NY. She is married to 
Nick Murray and they have two 
kids, William and January. William 
is fi nishing up his fi rst year in a 
dual-language Pre-K and January 
is enjoying daycare. They’re both 
fans of Legos, Tintin and the 
park. Alice published a book last 
year called Go Photo! An Activity 
Book for Kids. She also teaches 
photography to middle school 
students. 

Aliza Fassler graduated in May 
from Smith College. She wrote 
a thesis looking at the eff ects of 
invasive insect pests on hemlock 
forest fl oor characteristics 

and fungal communities. Post 
graduation, Aliza will be working 
a research job at the Archbold 
Biological Station in Florida. There 
she will be researching sand hill 
restoration practices and trying to 
fi gure out a career of some sort in 
ecology or conservation biology.

Aubry Koehler has a little girl 
named Ada Grace, born 7/2/16, 
who she says is amazing!

Arieh Blowers, her boyfriend, 
and his two children just bought 
a home in Conway. Arieh works 
for the Department of Mental 
Health doing clinical authorization 
for those struggling with severe 
mental health issues who need 
the most intense treatment and 
support. “I absolutely love my 
work! I got my masters in social 
work from Springfi eld college in 
2012. I found my true calling and 
can’t imagine doing anything else. “

Becky Tew has been absorbed 
in motherhood for the past 
ten months. Becky and Andy 
welcomed son Levi last June 
and have been enjoying being 
parents and watching Levi’s sweet 
personality develop. Becky started 
her private psychotherapy practice 
in Northampton in the fall. She is 
enjoying the fl exibility of running 
her own business, especially post 
baby. “I can also add, that I recently 
saw my brother Micah and his wife 
Deedra who had their son Basile 
only two months before our son 
was born. We feel very lucky to 
have kids that will get to grow up 
so close age. Also, I recently saw 
Liza Cochran who just married 
her lovely and longtime partner 
Jon. AND I am looking forward to 
attending Liza Jeswald’s wedding 

ALUMNI UPDATES    Jane Stephenson, Director of Admissions
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this summer. Lots and lots of 
happy new beginnings around 
here. Sending lots of love you and 
the Center School Gang.”

Bekah Rottenberg is in her second 
year of teaching middle school 
engineering in Hood River, OR. 
Her 8th grade class just built a 
model of a tiny home. Next year, 
she hopes to build an actual tiny 
home. Bekah became engaged a 
few months ago to her girlfriend of 
6 years. Bekah is in her third year 
of racing mountain bikes in the pro 
class. She mostly races an event 
style that’s called “enduro.” She is 
also coaching the high school girls’ 
varsity lacrosse team. “Otherwise 
I work in the garden, play with 
my dog and chickens, and go for 
adventures with my girlfriend. “

Caela Heck is in a journalism 
graduate program at NYU and 
studying magazine and audio 
journalism. She will graduate next 
December. Caela lives in Brooklyn 
and is interning at a documentary 
production company.

Carina Koury-Jones is still 
directing her energy into the 
refugee crisis, and just completed 
her EMT training to aid with this 
work. She worked in Greece last 
year, receiving refugees from the 
Mediterranean Sea and getting 
them safely to shore and on their 
way. She wrote a blog while there: 
www.fromtheshores.com (click on 
“in words” on the upper right of 
the page). Since then, while still 
stateside, Carina been lecturing 
via Skype with a graduate class 
in international public health 
at USC, San Diego, and an AP 
high school class, and answering 
questions about her on-the-ground 
experience.

Cecelela Tomi has have been 
living and working in Tanzania 

for about two years now. She is 
currently Resident Director for 
a non-profi t organization called 
American Councils. Cece works 
with students from U.S. colleges 
and universities who have received 
a scholarship to study Kiswahili 
intensively. “It’s not easy, but I love 
watching them grow and develop 
through the trials and successes of 
living in a foreign and developing 
nation, especially my country of 
heritage (which I learn more and 
more about every day”.) She lives 
and works in Arusha town, where 
their fi rst highway is being built 
to the border of Kenya. “There are 
few road signs, many accidents, 
and lots of changes every day. 
I am learning that development 
and education can be a matter 
of life and death (i.e. road safety 
education programs like D.A.R.E. 
or the lack thereof.) Karibuni sana 
Tanzania!” 

Cory (CJ) Ricketts is in Boston and 
works as a marketing consultant 
for a company called WordStream. 
In his spare time, he manages 
Tyronne “Hendersin” Henderson 
(also Center Schooler) who is a 
full-time professional musician 
(Hip Hop/Pop). “I’ve been living 
out in Boston since 2011 enjoying 
city life, but never really adapted 
to it. Living out here has made me 
appreciate Western Massachusetts. 
I often visit home to spend time 
with my mother and sister, and to 
see everyone I get up with. I’m still 
in touch with Molly Councilman 
who is one of my very best friends. 
I know times are tough right now 
but I’ve found that with the right 
group of people around you, it’s 
fairly simple to keep a smile on 
your face! Oh also Tyronne and I 
went on our fi rst East Coast tour 
last summer. It was a lot of fun!”
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Claudia Danford has been using 
dual-enrollment to take all of her 
classes at GCC. She’s also been 
working with a local expert who 
builds and installs composting 
toilets in the northeast. This 
summer she’ll be working at 
Kroka Expeditions, an outdoor 
expedition organization based on 
an organic farm in Marlow, New 
Hampshire. Claudia is planning 
on taking a year off  next year and 
then will head up to Burlington 
to attend the Rubenstein 
School of the Environment 
and Natural Resources at the 
University of Vermont. She is 
looking into various travel and 
internship opportunities, primarily 
themed around her interests in 
environmental issues and the 
outdoors. 

Coco Moore graduated from the 
Art Institute of Chicago in the 
spring of 2016 and is now living in 
New York “trying to make it as an 
artist.” Coco has been doing some 
modeling on the side as a way to 
fi nancially support herself and is 
currently interested in volunteering 
at an animal shelter.

Currie Dugas (see Saray Dugas) 

David Elson graduated from the 
Center School in 1999. He has a 
Masters of Teaching from Bard 
College and has followed a winding 
and fulfi lling path as an educator 
in diff erent parts of the country. 
David has enjoyed teaching all ages 
of kids, but especially appreciates 
middle schoolers. David resides in 
Madison, WI. and teaches in the 
Madison Metropolitan School. He is 
in a band with his sister, Jasmine. 

Devon Kelleher been employed 
by the Department of Children 
and Families for about two and 
a half years now as an on going 
social worker and is graduating 

from Baypath College with her 
Masters Degree in Clinical and 
Mental Health Counseling this 
spring. Devon has three “awesome 
boys who love sports and anything 
involving dirt! I have a great 
supportive marriage. And I am 
looking forward to spending time 
with my family and focusing on my 
career after graduation.”

Dov Plotkin has, over the past 8 
years, been in and out of college 
and “basically fl oating around.” She 
fi nally found herself in the right 
academic place at Umass, Amherst 
in their University Without Walls 
undergraduate program. Once 
she fi nishes up there, in the fall, 
she looks forward to becoming a 
certifi ed high school teacher and 
putting her education to work.

Ella LaPrade (Bernard) lives in 
Bernardston with husband Mark 
and three daughters, Maya, Lily, 
and Elise. Maya and Lily are 5 and 
Elise is 3. “Being a mom is my 
greatest joy.” For the last 1.5 years 
Ella has been the nurse manager 
of the Emergency Department at 
Baystate Franklin in Greenfi eld. 
Prior to that she was an ER nurse 
at Baystate Springfi eld for about 
8 years. “Life is busy but so many 
things to be thankful for right now. 
Life is good!”

Emily Morin is in her fi nal year 
a Master’s program of Marriage 
and Family Therapy at Antioch 
University New England. She is 
working a year-long internship at 
the Couples Center of the Pioneer 
Valley in Northampton as the 
Center’s specialist in child and 
family therapy. This past March, 
Emily went to Cuzco, Peru to 
volunteer in orphanages. The trip 
was the fi eld studies portion of 
her Cultural Diversity in Human 
Development class. “We were 
supposed to provide childcare 
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that had a therapeutic intent, but, 
naturally, the girls taught us more 
than we could ever have hoped to 
teach them. They showed us what 
it is to be truly resilient, to live with 
open arms, to live fearlessly despite 
unfortunate circumstances.” Emily 
is housemates with her old Center 
School Upper Primes buddy, Katie 
Johnson and says “Thanks Center 
School for connecting us!”

Emily Pierce (LeBlanc) is a 1998 
graduate of the Center School. She 
has been living in the Boston area 
for the last 10 years after attending 
college at St. Lawrence University. 
Emily recently got married in 
September and currently lives in 
Brighton with her husband and cat, 
Elizabeth Taylor. After graduating 
from Simmons College in 2011 with 
her Masters in Social Work, she 
worked as the Assistant Director 
of the Cambridge/Somerville 
Emergency Services Program 
where she provided services to 
individuals experiencing psychiatric 
crisis in the community. For the 
past two years she has been 
working with the Department 
at the Mental Health as a social 
worker helping people access 
services at Massachusetts Mental 
Health Center. “I love coming 
home regularly to Greenfi eld to 
see my family and I keep in touch 
with lifelong friends like Rachel 
Kriete and others I met during my 
9 wonderful years at the Center 
School.”

Emily Tatro graduated from 
Marlboro College last spring. 
“I studied visual art and Asian 
studies, focusing on Cambodian-
American stories of haunting, 
spirits, and diaspora.” Emily stayed 
on at Marlboro this year as a 
studio technician and teaching 
assistant. She traveled around the 
country during the year and will 

be going to UC Davis for a Masters 
in Visual Art in the fall “which is 
extra wonderful because its fully 
funded!” 

Emily Tynan (Gilman) received her 
Masters in Education in 2015 from 
the American International College. 
She is in her 6th year of teaching 
second grade at Conway Grammar 
School, “and I absolutely LOVE it. I 
am working this year on trying to 
integrate more choice to increase 
student motivation and I am very 
grateful for my GCS experience 
because it helps me know fi rst 
hand how powerful this can be for 
students. Things are crazy busy, 
but also wonderful! I have a 2 year 
old son named James, an amazing 
husband named David, and a 
goofy pitbull named Bodie.” 

Emma Marsters is about to 
graduate from UVM with a BA 
in Geography. This summer she 
will be working for a geology 
professor mapping glacial deposits 
in Vermont for a bit, then working 
as a raft guide and kayak instructor 
at Zoar in Charlemont. Emma will 
be spending some time in Latin 
America to work on her Spanish 
and then moving to Utah to ski 
bum! 

Emma Sweitzer graduated from 
Smith College in 2012, and has, 
since then, been teaching young 
children in a variety of locations 
and settings. These included a 
position as an AmeriCorps reading 
tutor in the state of Washington 
and a recent stint as lead teacher in 
the classroom where she currently 
works, locally. When she’s not 
teaching, Emma enjoys reading, 
traveling with friends, and learning 
more about traditional healing 
herbs. Emma still manages to see 
her old GCS friends a few times a 
year.
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Esther Glovacki worked in LA 
this past semester interning for 
Mortifi ed-- a company that has 
been organizing nation-wide live 
shows where adults read their 
childhood writings. The creators 
are based in LA and Esther worked 
with them on post-production of 
their new documentary TV series 
for Netfl ix. She also occasionally 
did work with the Mortifi ed 
podcast. Esther graduates in June 
from Emerson with a degree in 
Media Production. Her education 
and career focus is in post-
production (editing) for fi lm and 
TV. “My heart is in documentary 
fi lmmaking and documentary 
editing is where I hope to build my 
career post-grad. I will be hanging 
around New England for the next 
few months working with an Aerial 
Media company in CT before 
deciding where to move next with 
GCS bud Jess Robinson.”

Eva Bilderbeck (Skillicorn) lives 
in Santa Rosa, CA. She is a nurse 
midwife at a Kaiser Permanente 
hospital, and has a daughter 
named Celine. 

Ezra Spira-Cohen lives in New 
Orleans and is half way through a 
PhD program in Political Science 
at Tulane University. Ezra teaches 
college students and researches 
Latin American politics. “I love New 
Orleans because, as they say, it 
is the northern most city in Latin 
America. I get to play music, dance, 
and celebrate carnival here! It’s 
nearly 20 years since I graduated 
from the Center School, but it feels 
like just yesterday!”

Felicity Pryor (Watts) lives in 
Asheville NC, where she has 
resided for the last four years. 
Felicity married in August and she 
and her husband live on a little 
bit of land outside of the city, “big 
enough to cultivate a large garden 

to feed ourselves and our friends. 
We love where we live!” Felicity 
works at a Montessori Preschool 
where helps in the classrooms and 
is the director of the Aftercare 
Program.

Forrest Heck lives in Northampton 
and works at Big Y. 

Fred Jones, class of 1999 says 
“After Center School, I went on to 
Northfi eld Mount Hermon and then 
to Tufts University. I completed a 
9-month public aff airs fellowship in 
New York City directly after college 
and then moved to Washington, 
D.C. to work on Capitol Hill. After 
a couple of years working on 
Capitol Hill, I began to advocate 
for low-performing high schools 
and Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities as a lobbyist. In the 
midst of my time in DC, I met my 
beautiful wife, Michiel Perry. Two 
years ago, we decided to move 
to the Charleston, South Carolina 
for a fresh start. I now run my 
own consulting business and am 
exploring an interest in real estate. 
Both my younger brother and 
sister, Fernando and Querita Jones, 
graduated from the Center School. 
Lastly, I would like to acknowledge 
Ari Brown-Weeks, my best friend 
who I met at the Center School. 
He passed away in the fall of 
2007. I am so thankful I had an 
opportunity to develop such an 
amazing bond with him. It was all 
because of my time at the Center 
School.”

Editor’s note: The “Ari Brown-
Weeks Memorial Scholarship Fund” 
was established in 2007 to honor 
Ari and has assisted 15+ kids to 
attend the Center School. To learn 
more about the scholarship or to 
donate, please visit: centerschool.
net/scholarship-funds
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Gabe Strachota lives in NYC and is 
the lead organizer of Community 
Voices Heard---a multi-racial 
grassroots organization for low 
income New Yorkers. Gabe is 
working with public housing 
residents as they build a Public 
Housing Tenants Union to fi ght for 
the human right to aff ordable and 
healthy housing. As an organizer, 
he works to develop leaders’ 
capacity to build power and take 
strategic risks in their struggle to 
improve the conditions in their 
communities.

Hannah Lord is a child 
psychologist – “often thinking and 
using lessons I learned many years 
ago at Center School.” Hannah 
lives in Colrain with her husband 
Andy and son Max. Max will be 
starting at the Center School as a 
Prime in the fall. “Max is so excited 
to follow in my footsteps at Center 
School (and to be in class with 
his cousin)!” He has been learning 
all the songs we used to sing (are 
they “golden oldies” now?) His 
favorite is Magalena Hagalena! 
And birthdays in our house are still 
accompanied by a choice of those 
Center School birthday songs. It’s 
lovely to be back at a place where I 
have so many wonderful memories 
and to see it so strong and vibrant.”

Hannah Wulkan graduated in 2016 
from Brandeis. She lives in New 
York and is a news assistant at the 
New York Times. 

Heather Skutnik-Sheffi  eld, class of 
2000, is a local School Adjustment 
Counselor for grades 7-12 and 
co-advises the school’s Equality 
Alliance. “When not in work 
mode, I’ve been enjoying outdoor 
adventuring with my partner 
Jenna and our toddler Kyan, and 
attempting various home DIY 
projects!”

Imogene Pruitt-Spence went to 
Tufts School of The Museum of 
Fine Arts for two years before 
taking a year and a half off , during 
which she moved to California. 
Imogene is currently fi nishing her 
degree at Evergreen State College 
in Olympia, WA. “The program I am 
involved in through Evergreen has 
brought me to Paris, where I will 
be living for the next few months, 
studying French literature, with a 
focus on Antonin Artaud.”

Isaac Kaplan-Woolner produces 
“Travel with Rick Steves”, a weekly 
travel show heard on some 400 
public radio stations nationwide. 
He is also a part-time producer at 
KEXP, “the coolest noncommercial 
music radio station in the world, 
producing special programming 
like a block of protest songs for 
International Clash Day, and in 
memoriam shows for artists like 
Prince.” Isaac lives in Seattle WA 
with his dog Griffi  n Dingleberry. 
Isaac has recently traveled to 
Belize, Mexico, Italy, Budapest, and 
the Czech Republic. Isaac plays 
on a pinball team in the Monday 
Night Pinball League as well as 
playing in a “ridiculous” costumed 
kickball league. Isaac serves as 
vice president on the board of a 
nonprofi t arts organization, The 
Fremont Abbey Arts Center.

Isabella DeHerdt graduated 
from NHM this spring and will be 
heading to Wellesley College with 
a full scholarship. Isabella was 
inducted to the Cum Laude Honors 
Society at Northfi eld Mount 
Hermon and graduated with those 
honors. 

Jasmine (Sternick) Hundall, has 
been practicing family medicine in 
Wisconsin, is near to completing a 
Fellowship in Hospice and Palliative 
Medicine. Jasmine will be starting 
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a new job in rural Wisconsin 
where “I get to be curious, get to 
know people, express compassion 
(sharing and caring!), and support 
people at some of the most 
profound and beautiful transitions 
of human existence.” She adds “I 
have been wonderfully supported 
through my medical education by 
my husband, and my children, who 
are now 13 and 10 years old! We are 
all getting super pumped about 
moving to the country, playing in 
the woods, and fi shing the small 
river in our back yard! We are 
practicing martial arts, dancing, 
singing, and playing A LOT of 
board games.” Robin plays with 
her brother, David, in a band called 
Igneous. 

Joel Strachota lives outside of 
Boston in the town of Arlington 
Mass. He has one 2.5-year-old 
daughter named Malú and has 
“been married for 11 years (yikes).” 
Joel is a sales representative for a 
small wine importer and distributer. 
“To this day my closest friends are 
friends I met at the Center School.”

Jonah Hudson-Erdman is a junior 
at Carleton College in Northfi eld, 
MN. He is a philosophy major 
with a concentration (minor) in 
South Asian Studies. Jonah works 
in the library at Carleton and as 
a mechanic in a local bike shop. 
He spent last summer working 
in Burma (Myanmar) and last fall 
studying abroad in Sri Lanka. This 
summer he will be in NYC interning 
for the Legal Aid Society.

Jonas Jeswald, has, for the past 
four years lived in Philadelphia, PA 
with his wife Carolyn Campbell 
and six-year-old son, Jackson. 
Carolyn is a Landscape Architect in 
Philadelphia and Jonas is Head of 
the Middle School at Germantown 
Academy in Fort Washington. 
When he speaks to students 

and parents, he regularly makes 
reference to his middle school 
years at GCS as the years of his life 
that most shaped him into who he 
is today; for that he would like to 
say a huge thank you to the entire 
GCS community!

Joon (Jonathon) French lives in 
Greenfi eld—“Emerald City Baby!” 
and is raising two kids—Seoul and 
McEwan, ages 2 and 3. He’ll be 
looking for work in June or July. “I 
cook quite well and know how to 
pick up really heavy stuff  and put it 
down somewhere else!” 

Jordan Eipper, having lived in 
Brooklyn for 6 years, has just 
completed medical school. He is 
now in California for his psychiatry 
residency at UCSF. “After growing 
up in Western Mass, how could I 
not come check out the sharing 
and caring vibes here on the West 
Coast?”

Julian Burgoff  will be attending 
the Honors College at Umass in the 
fall to study fi sheries and natural 
resources conservation. Julian 
will also compete in college bass 
fi shing tournaments against other 
schools across the nation. During 
the summer, Julian works six 
days a week for his dad’s moving 
company “as a means to fuel my 
fi shing addiction! I am eager to 
study fi sheries in college in an 
attempt to give back and preserve 
the resources in which I derive the 
most pleasure in life!”

Julie Erickson teaches 5th Grade 
at Guilford Central School. 

Kara Simons is studying sociology 
at UMass, Amherst. This is her 
second to last semester. “I want 
to incorporate my love of art and 
sociology into the next thing I do-
--Just getting to graduation is my 
current challenge.”
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Katie Jenkins-Sullivan graduates 
this spring from Guilford 
College in North Carolina. She is 
double majoring in Sociology/
Anthropology and Environmental 
Studies. Katie hopes to be working 
in sustainable agriculture after 
school.

Katie Sperry graduates this spring 
from Carleton College with a B.A. 
in Biology. She plans to pursue 
a PhD in Ecology and hopes 
“everyone is doing well!”

Kizzi Collier is fi nishing her 
Division II at Hampshire college 
and will be starting my Division 
III in the Fall of 2017. Kizzie will be 
“creating a thesis and studying 
tropes and clichés in the romance/
erotic novel and how that impacts 
human sexuality.”

Jesse Sheyda-Losick lives in the 
Bay Area with his wife Jessica, 
newborn daughter Sylvia Vida 
(born 2.19.2017), and their puppy 
Prince. Jesse is working at Airbnb 
on their new Experiences platform, 
specifi cally focusing on social 
impact.

Jessica Robinson graduates this 
spring from Smith College with 
dual Degrees in Sociology and 
Landscape Studies.

Jonathan (Jonny) Cochran 
lives in Colorado, working for a 
landscaping company in the spring, 
summer, and fall and doing ski 
retail/rental and restaurant work in 
the winter. He also recently did an 
internship in videography. 

Lauren Phillips-Jackson will 
graduate from Amherst High this 
spring, the recipient of Yale Book 
Award for Outstanding Character. 
She is President of School Climate 
Control, and has led “Mix-it Up/
Teaching Tolerance campaign” 
workshops. Lauren is the founder 
and president of Refugees in 

Distress, worldwide organization. 
Lauren worked on team of 
international volunteers to provide 
food, fi rewood, and clothing for 
refugee camps. She worked with 
refugees in Calais, France. Lauren is 
heading off  to Lafayette College in 
the fall. 

Lily Daiber currently lives in 
Havana, Cuba and works in a 
printmaking studio. She will be 
heading back to the US this 
summer to work as a water rafting 
guide on the Catooga River. This 
will be her 5th year of this work, on 
a wide variety of rivers--- including 
the south fork of the American 
River in CA and the Rogue River in 
OR. Lily graduated from Hampshire 
College in 2016 with concentrations 
in Fine Arts (silkscreen, woodcut, 
photography), Image Theory, and 
Latin American Studies. 

Liza Cochran lives in Vermont 
and works for Write the World, an 
organization based in Boston that 
off ers high school students from all 
over the world an on-line platform 
for improving their writing. 

Maddy Oldenberg attended the 
University of Findlay in Findlay, 
Ohio where she majored in both 
Western Equestrian studies and 
Sport and Event Management--- 
“while also spending a great deal 
of time in the Performing Arts 
building. (Singing is still my big 
life-long love!!)” Maddy initially 
put her degree to use working for 
a non-profi t in Findlay. “After an 
incredible conference experience 
in NYC at The Juilliard School, 
learning from the non-profi t 
organization, Artists Striving to 
End Poverty, I found my way back 
home to Western Mass.” Maddy 
now works as an event coordinator 
at the Quonquont Farm, as well as 
teaching riding lessons and training 
horses in Bernardston at Dry Brook 
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Stables. She plans to return to 
school in the next few years for a 
graduate degree. 

Matthew Wallace has lived for 
eight years in British Columbia. 
He is a Lead Game Designer at a 
mobile game studio in downtown 
Vancouver.

Meredith Nordell is headed off  to 
St. Lawrence University, graduating 
this spring from an International 
Baccalaureate program. She 
has been selected as a student 
ambassador for the Mellon 
Foundation Grant to help acclimate 
international students to American 
culture and college life. 

Micah Hawes-Sivitz went to 
Northfi eld Mount Hermon after 
Center School and then attended 
Skidmore College, in upstate New 
York. After graduating in 2007, he 
moved to NYC and was working 
as a designer for a few diff erent 
companies in advertising and 
technology. In 2015, Micah and 
his wife Deedra moved to San 
Francisco, where they now live. 
Last spring they welcomed son 
Basile. Micah works for Dropbox as 
a Product Designer.

Misha Sikorsky has lived in 
Cambridge for the past six 
years since fi nishing school at 
Dartmouth, and has been working 
as a product manager for a late-
stage software startup. “Our 
company is a big data marketing 
and analytics platform, which buys 
digital advertising in the real-time, 
auction-based ad exchanges. (I 
specialize in jargon).” Outside of 
work, Misha continues playing 
Ultimate Frisbee, gets out skiing 
as much as possible (“mostly 
of the uphill variety”), supports 
the latest protests of against our 
current administration, and “tries 
to remember to bring home the 

bacon (for my extraordinary lazy 
dog, Toscanini).” “I was happy to 
assist Sam Plotkin and Michael 
Skillicorn in ambushing Matt 
Wallace on a ski trip to Whistler, 
BC. this winter.”

Miles Schwartz-Sax is at Cornell 
working on a PhD in Horticulture, 
researching urban forestry. 
Miles’ lab research focus is on 
developing stress-tolerant trees 
for diffi  cult urban environments 
and remediation landscapes to 
support ecosystem services. Miles 
is also active in teaching, student 
mentoring, and outreach with the 
community. “I enjoy living in Ithaca 
exploring the areas natural beauty.” 

Mollie Tobey graduated from 
Fitchburg State University with 
a Bachelors of Science Nursing 
Degree in May 2016 and moved 
to Boston in September 2016 with 
Tess Forton. Mollie is now an RN 
at Boston Medical Center on a 
medical-surgical fl oor with a focus 
on patients with sickle cell disease, 
homelessness, and addiction. “I 
am interested in, and passionate 
about, fi ghting the opioid/heroin 
epidemic happening in our country 
right now and Boston Medical 
Center being the largest SafetyNet 
and trauma center in New England. 
It is the perfect place for me to do 
this work. In addition I have been 
doing some volunteer work at the 
homeless shelters around south 
Boston. In my free time I explore 
Boston and come back home to 
western MA quite often to see the 
family!”

Monica Freeland resides in 
Chicago, IL. She moved to the 
city to attend graduate school 
at DePaul University School of 
Public Service almost four years 
ago and now works in public 
higher education administration 
at the City Colleges of Chicago. 
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In addition to her job, she also 
spends a lot of time supporting 
community-based organizations 
in Chicago dedicated to youth 
development, adult education, 
workforce development, and 
immigrant and migrant services. 
“I am often talking about the 
privilege I had to attend the 
Center School in the community 
spaces I serve and how I had the 
opportunity to be a part of an 
open and inclusive community 
though middle school. The Center 
School community is truly unique 
and the impact of being a part of 
that community is never ending.”

Myles Brown is graduating from 
the University of New Haven with 
a BS in Hospitality and Tourism 
Management. Myles was inducted 
in the Eta Sigma Delta Honors 
Society. After graduation, Myles 
plans on coming back to Pioneer 
Valley to work at The Inn at 
Crumpin-Fox in Bernardston MA 
for the summer. “My plans for after 
the summer are still in the works, 
but my dreams are big!” 

Naomi Watrous and her wife, Syd, 
moved to Washington State and 
bought a “cute little house in a 
funny little town on the Olympic 
Peninsula surrounded by park land 
and the Puget Sound. It is all very 
Betty MacDonald, but with indoor 
plumbing and electricity and a 
great Mexican restaurant down the 
street. We have been gardening 
and playing and enjoying our 
surroundings and have recently 
adopted eight absurd chickens and 
a feral cat named Flatty.”

Nenelwa Tomi just fi nished her 
fi rst year of graduate school at 
George Washington University, 
where she is pursuing a degree 
in International Education, 
specializing in Decolonizing 
Development and Gender, 

particularly in Sub-Saharan 
Africa. She hopes to relocate 
abroad upon fi nishing her 
program to fi nd innovative ways 
to fuse Pan Africanist tradition 
with progressive, hands-on 
learning, “which is rooted in 
indigenous knowledge within 
academic spaces.” She says she 
has “appreciated the process of 
UNlearning and growing from my 
(DC) Woodridge community. I 
enjoy cycling around the nation’s 
capital in search of the best 
cannoli.”

Oona Killcommons is living on a 
tall ship with a traveling political 
theater company called “Caravan 
Stage Company.” The company has 
been in St Petersburg Florida for 
nearly four months in production 
and just fi nished the fi rst two 
weeks of shows. “Now we are 
waiting for a weather window to 
sail on to New Orleans to continue 
our tour. Eventually, we will be 
performing in Vancouver and all 
around the west coast of Canada. 
I’ve taken on the challenging 
but exciting role of the lighting 
technician/lighting operator. It’s 
easily the biggest job I’ve ever 
held. The community is deeply 
committed to each other and the 
lifestyle is quite challenging. I’m 
leaning on a lot of my skills of self-
observation and mediation that 
I’ve been learning since I was a wee 
one!”

Pippi Kessler lives in NYC and does 
freelance training and consulting 
on things like leadership theory, 
social justice, and group dynamics. 
This year she started a project 
called MovementMatch.org which 
is a quiz that matches newly-
activated people with experienced 
activist organizations. “If anyone 
wants to work on it with me, tell 
them to please get in touch!”
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Rachel Dym lives in Greenfi eld 
and works at 2nd Street Bakery. 
She graduated from the Hallmark 
School of Photography. 

Robin Maya Elson has “grown a 
lot since Center School, but I’m still 
a kid at heart. I have an amazing 
10-month old baby named 
Juniper, who is a super fun, cuddly 
goofball.” Robin is the Executive 
Director of a small non-profi t 
called CoRenewal, that explores 
natural methods for cleaning up 
oil spills in Ecuador, and promotes 
sustainable livelihoods. Living 
in Santa Cruz, Robin founded a 
Wild Child Free School branch of 
the nature-immersion program 
for homeschoolers. Her specialty 
is helping kids develop skills for 
environmental responsibility and 
creating a just, sustainable future.

Rya Freeland received an MSW 
at Boston College. Her focus 
was clinical and she had fi eld 
placements at a charter school in 
Dorchester (Codman Academy) for 
a year and Boston Medical Center 
(adult behavioral health outpatient) 
for a year. Rya has since bought 
a house in Bernardston, and 
moved back. Rya worked at 
the Brattleboro Retreat in the 
adolescent residential program 
as a clinician for a couple of years 
and then left to “take a breath 
and start a family. I had Chloë on 
December 31, 2015 and she is the 
light of my life! I’m so obsessed 
with and in love with her! She is so 
expressive, strong willed and has 
a really powerful personality. She 
was also born deaf, so we have 
been learning a lot about diff erent 
communication styles and ways 
that children with hearing loss 
learn. When she was 9 months, she 
had cochlear implant surgery and 
has since been absolutely thriving. 
It’s amazing seeing her embrace 

the world of sound. She loves 
listening and creating sound and 
dances all day long. She’s truly a 
joy. I was fortunate enough to stay 
home with her for her fi rst year 
and a half.” Rya now works as an 
intensive in-home therapy clinician 
in Franklin County. “It gives me the 
fl exibility of making my own hours, 
doing paperwork from home and is 
a new clinical challenge for me, as 
I am now in other peoples’ spaces. 
It’s a lot! Life is good. I’m also 
still in touch with a lot of Center 
Schoolers. I can honestly say that 
the Center School was like a family. 
Once a Center Schooler, always a 
Center Schooler.”

Saki Fujita lives in Hokkaido, 
Japan. “It’s the most northerly 
part and actually quite similar 
to Massachusetts! I think that’s 
why I really like it here--it feels 
like home!” Saki is in her second 
year of Masters Program in Forest 
Science-- mainly studying tree 
roots. Saki plans to move on to 
PhD. “Last year, I visited Tess 
(Grogan) in Scotland! It was really 
nice to see her after several years! 
And our Center School songs are 
still with us.”

Sadie Childs is an elementary 
school teacher in Northampton 
and lives in Holyoke with her 
husband Eric and their almost 3 
year old, Alice. In her free time she 
helps run the local chapter of the 
Rebecca Foundation, a nonprofi t 
that provides cloth diaper loans to 
families in need.

Sara Brooke Curtis and her 
husband Ryan recently relocated to 
Brattleboro, Vermont after about 
a decade living in San Francisco. 
Sara is an award-winning freelance 
radio producer whose work has 
aired nationally and internationally. 
In 2015, Sara was a Food and 
Farming Journalism Fellow at UC 
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Berkeley with Michael Pollan and 
she’s presently turning some of 
her fellowship work into her new 
podcast called Today’s Special. 
She’s super excited to be back on 
the east coast with old family and 
friends and making radio stories 
about the area.

Saray (Currie) Dugas lives in San 
Francisco where she works as a 
Growth Marketing Manager @
Pinterest.

Sasha Clayton lives in DC, and 
has worked as a school counselor 
in public charter school for the 
past 9 years. “It’s a Responsive 
Classroom school, and I come 
across books with photos of my 
GCS classmates and me in them 
on the regular. In case folks don’t 
know, the Greenfi eld Center School 
is kinda a big deal!” Sasha does 
a lot of cooking and gardening 
(“I run a rooftop garden club at 
school”), tries to learn guitar, and 
is still playing Ultimate Frisbee 
(“though ever since I turned the 
big 4-0 this year, I’ve been plagued 
with running injuries”). Sasha 
says “In my 6 weeks of summer 
vacation (jealous?), I’ll be spending 
some time on the Cape, and in 
Copenhagen! I’m hoping to see 
Hannah Lord and Emma Ross 
(along with Jay and Ruth and 
some other GCS friends) on the 
Cape this summer!”

Sasha McCraney-Montalvo 
graduates from the Ralph C. Mahar 
High School in June, with college 
credits towards her associates 
degree due to dual enrollment 
throughout her last two years of 
high school. Sasha is headed off  to 
Barry University in Miami Shores, 
FL in the fall. She was accepted 
into their Nursing program, where 
she’ll pursue her BSN.

Sebastian Arruda is currently 
attending UMass Amherst, 

studying mechanical engineering. “I 
just came off  of a six month co-op 
at Rockwell Automation, which 
I enjoyed very much; I’m excited 
about the future and I’m looking 
forward to entering the working 
world as an engineer.”

Shira Caitlin (class of 2007) 
recently graduated from Boston 
University’s Graduate Program 
for Physical Education. She works 
in the local elementary schools 
and teaches fi tness classes in the 
Great Boston area. In her free 
time, she enjoys running far in the 
woods and training for long course 
triathlon.

Taiki Murayama received Degree in 
International Relations from Eckerd 
College. “I changed my mind after 
grad school and started an apparel 
company with a friend of mine and 
through that taught myself design, 
which lead me to spend the next 5 
years in NYC working as a designer 
at (most recently) SoundCloud.” 
Taiki moved to San Francisco a 
year ago to work with Apple via 
Critical Mass as the Art Director. 
“In my spare time I work on art 
and vintage motorcycles, and have 
my sights set on LA for my next 
adventure.” 

Tess Forton graduates this spring 
from Northeastern with a Degree in 
Psychology and minor in Criminal 
Justice. Tess is involved with a 
startup called “nOCD” that off ers 
clinically proven mobile treatment 
options for people with OCD. “I’ll 
be working full time for them once 
I graduate, as their Director of 
Business Operations!”

Tess Grogan is completing her 
Master’s dissertation in Scotland, 
and fi nishing up two years in the 
UK on the Marshall Scholarship. 
In September, Tess will start her 
English PhD at Yale. “I’m doing 
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exactly the same thing as when 
I was a nine-year-old at GCS, 
reading loads of books about 
knights, except that someone is 
mysteriously paying me to do it 
professionally…Oh, and Saki visited! 
That was fabulous. We spent a lot 
of time working together in the 
grad library, also looking at plants.” 

Timmy Sheyda is living in a small 
town in Germany and teaching 
math at an American school on 
Ramstein Airforce Base.

Tony Lauricella lives in Chicago 
and is fi nishing his Dissertation in 
Archaeology at the University of 
Chicago where he is the assistant 
director of a research lab called the 
Center for Ancient Middle Eastern 
Landscapes. “I’ve worked a lot with 
teams that have been studying 
archaeological sites damaged by 
war and confl ict. If you ever saw 
before and after satellite images of 
major archaeological sites in Syria, 
Iraq, or Afghanistan, I may have 
made those. In the past couple 
of years, I’ve worked in Palestine, 
Azerbaijan, and Turkey--headed 
back to Turkey in June. I hope 
you and the Center School family 
are doing well. I’ve been really 
happy to follow everyone from the 
Center School on Facebook. It’s a 
reassuring thing in uncomfortable 
times. Best wishes!”

Tristan Titus Stenson is “happily 
married to my wife Allison and 
we have an amazing lab named 
Wilson.” All three are living north of 
Boston in Amesbury, MA. Formerly 
in marketing and sales, Tristan is 
now a cardiac nurse. 

Vanessa Ricketts work in special 
education as a paraprofessional 
at the Greenfi eld Middle School. 
She also coaches gymnastics and 
parkour at the YMCA in Greenfi eld. 
“In my spare time, I like to be 

outside as much as possible. I love 
to hike and do a lot of kayaking in 
the summer time. I have a deep 
passion for animals and nature, 
which I can thank GCS for! I love 
fi lming creatures, especially birds.”

Will Bander has lived near Rockhill, 
South Carolina for the last two 
years. He is a certifi ed welding 
inspector. (“I love it!”) Outside of 
work, Will does projects around the 
house, and rides his motorcycle.

Wylie Earp graduates this spring 
from Bard College as a history 
major. “My senior thesis was about 
gay rights in Uganda and a right 
wing American preacher named 
Scott Lively who promoted some 
pretty horrible laws there in the 
2000s (he’s from Shelburne Falls!)” 
Wylie has been doing a lot of video 
art and looks forward to having 
more free time for this pursuit. 
“In the long term, I have some 
aspirations of going to law school. 
I interned with a superior court 
judge in Springfi eld the last two 
summers and also took the LSAT 
this fall.” 

Zora DiPuccio fi nished her MBA 
from Suff olk University’s Sawyer 
Business School in Boston last 
year and is now the Senior 
Program Manager for the Stroke/
Neurocritical Care Research 
Program at Mass General Hospital 
in Boston. “Our program looks 
to understand, treat, and prevent 
stroke and other neurocritical 
diseases through the use of 
imaging (MRIs, PET scans), drug 
or device clinical trials, and trying 
to understand the relationship 
between stroke and genetics.” Zora 
lives in Newton with her boyfriend 
Scott and their dog Sophie. “I 
come out to 413 as often as we can 
to fi sh the rivers, hike the hills, and 
escape the city!”
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Anna and Nick Meyer
by Jane Stephenson,
Director of Admissions

I sat down in person with Nick in 
the Brass Buckle in Greenfi eld on 
a rainy Tuesday morning. Anna 
joined us, virtually, while she was 
setting up for the Northampton 
Farmer’s market

Jane: Hi Anna! Nick is here, eating 
some tacos. What are you doing? 

Anna: I just came inside from 
bagging spinach and cleaning eggs 
before the farmers’ market.

Jane: All right, let’s get started. 
When did each of you graduate 
from the Center School?

Anna: 2002 

Nick: 1996

Jane: What did you do after 
leaving the Center School? 

Nick: I went to Northfi eld Mount 
Hermon for high school. Then to 
the School of Visual Arts in NYC. I 
took a year off  and then attended 
RISD (Rhode Island School of 
Design) for a year and then 

fi nished at MassArt (Massachusetts 
College of Art and Design.) I went 
to grad school at the California 
College of Art.

Anna: I went to NMH as well, then I 
went to college in NYC at The New 
School Eugene Lang college for 
Liberal Arts. 

Jane: And what are you doing 
now?

Nick: I am a photographer. I teach 
photography at GCC. And, I just 
published my second book of 
photography. It’s called “Either 
Limits or Contradictions.” My 
wife, Alexis and I live in Conway 
and have two girls: Frankie and 
Imogene. 

Jane: Anna, what about you? 

Anna: I am running a small 
vegetable/fruit farm in Conway. 
It’s called Hart Farm. We sell 
at the Greenfi eld and Tuesday 
Northampton farmers’ markets 
and also deliver monthly to NYC. I 
also teach yoga in Greenfi eld and 
Northampton. 

Nick: Alexis and I just built a 
house in Conway, next door to my 
older brother Luke and Anna lives 
directly through the woods: all of 
our land abuts. 

Jane: Cool stuff . I love it that you 
all live so close to each other! 

Anna: Yes. We are building our 
empire! 

Jane: Okay, if you met somebody 
who had never heard of the Center 
School, and they asked you to 
describe what it was like when you 
went there, what would you say? 

Anna: I would say it was a place to 
explore creativity and really, truly, 

ALUMNI PROFILE:
CHECKING IN WITH THE MEYERS



23

be a kid, which is actually a really 
good quality for an elementary/
middle school. I would also 
describe what type of kids were 
there. Because yes, it is a private 
school, but I really appreciated the 
eclectic make up of social/ socio-
economic backgrounds (something 
that was not as present at NMH on 
a local level).

Nick: This is hard--that was 21 
years ago! Okay, hmmm. It was 
very laid back. Especially in 
retrospect, when I went onto high 
school, which was more rigid. It 
was an open learning environment, 
which I don’t think I appreciated 
enough at the time. When I was 
in the Uppers, I was worried that I 
was missing out on a whole type of 
learning by being in an alternative 
setting. But in hindsight, I realize 
it was really the best experience I 
could have had. My writing class 
with Ruth is still the best writing 
class I’ve ever taken in my life. Kids 
at that age are so vulnerable and 
learning about themselves, and 
Ruth’s class really helped me do 
that at an important time. 

Anna: I agree with Nick about 
that. There were a few subjects I 
felt I didn’t get enough out of, like 
history and some science stuff . But 
now, as an adult, I really appreciate 
my ability to be creative and have 
discussions and WRITE. Which I 
know is a comfortability that was 
founded at GCS.

Jane: Well, just to set your minds 
at ease, we teach history and 
science, like a lot, in the Uppers 
now, so hopefully kids these days 
aren’t having your experience, 
Anna!

Anna: Phew! Just kidding. I really 
didn’t struggle at all in high school 
without that. But I have noticed 
in the past few years, especially 
comparing myself and my learning 

career to Seth (my bf, fi ancé, 
husband) and other friends, that 
being able to write is imperative. 
Knowing that I can express myself 
to myself, (in journaling, etc.) or to 
others, (in a résumé or cover letter) 
is VERY important. It is apparent 
that it has been a serious problem 
for other adults I know, and I am 
glad that I can help them when 
they need it . . . and also happy that 
I don’t have that issue. For which I 
really credit the Center School.

[At this point our interview was 
delightfully and briefl y distracted 
by Jonathan (“Joon”) French, 
one of Nick’s classmates, who 
came into the Brass Buckle with 
his incredibly cute kid, Seoul. See 
Alumni Updates for more about 
Joon.]

Jane: What is the wildest, or 
weirdest, thing you remember 
doing at the Center School?

Anna: I swear our class studied 
salmon like 3 diff erent times…. 
Haha! No, let me think.  I think a 
pretty crazy lesson that happened 
was that mock segregation play-
out in Bob’s class in 2nd grade. All 
of the blonde-haired children got 
to have extra outside time and the 
brown haired children had to stay 
inside and clean. Everyone was 
ticked! But that was the exercise 
and then we talked about it and 
had personal experience (to some 
degree) of what emotions were 
brought up during the civil rights 
movement. I also loved playing in 
the woods and making forts and 
looking at the tadpoles and eggs in 
the little stream back there.

Nick: There were a lot of weird 
things. Most of what we did was 
weird! Actually, I vividly remember 
you actually “throwing the book” 
at me.

Jane: Me?
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Nick: Yes! You were doing read 
aloud and you were always super 
touchy about kids having side 
conversations when you were 
reading. I kept talking and you 
said, sort of seriously and sort of 
jokingly, that if I talked again, you’d 
throw the book at me. I wanted to 
see if you would so I whispered to 
Johnny and the next thing I knew, 
the book was sailing through the 
air towards me. 

Jane: Oh my gosh! Did I actually 
hit you? With the book? 

Nick: Yeah. It was a good shot. 

Jane: Did I hurt you? 

Nick: It was a paperback! And you 
tossed it, more than hurled it. You 
were laughing. We all were. 

Jane: Nick. I’m so sorry! 

Nick: No, that’s the thing. It was 
actually great! It was fun and it was 
funny. You were in your fi rst year of 
teaching, what were you, like 26? 

Jane: 22

Nick: Right! 22 and you were just 
being a real person and joking 
around with your class. It was, um, 
memorable!

Jane: Okay, moving on. Anything 
else you remember besides my 
book attack? 

Nick: Trends would pick up in 
class and then classes would run 
with them. At some point, fi nger 
weaving became all the rage and 
we made a super long all-class 
fi nger weaving. I think it went two 
times around the baseball fi eld!

Anna: Yes! The weird trends! That 
brings back a fl ood of memories. 
Now I have so many very unique 
and absurd skills like: yoyo, 
jax, marbles, knitting, weaving, 
gaga ball, ACE ball. Oh! I MISS 
elementary school!!!!!

Jane: What teachers do you 
remember, in particular and why?

Anna: Terry Kane, who I just spent 
Passover with at the Proujanskys’! I 
felt embarrassed to tell her that her 
name is one of my security codes 
for online password stuff . Haha. 
Terry was so caring and being in 
her class felt like being at a beloved 
aunt’s house or something. I also 
remember so much information 
about random stuff  from her class. 
Fractions, how to quilt, drawing 
still-lives, early stages of computer 
typing. Also, Bob Strachota. I had 
him in 2nd grade and then again 
in 7th and 8th. I feel like he really 
pushed us to think hard about big 
issues at a young age. 

Nick: Ruth Charney, in Uppers, 
because she treated me like an 
adult at a time I needed that. 
She made me feel valid. You and 
Beth Watrous were a perfect 
combination of teachers for 
5th/6th grade--a moment of 
growing up. Beth was able to take 
a maternal role. You were playful. 
And Timmy Sheyda was really 
great too. 

Jane: Are you still in touch with 
friends you made at the Center 
School? 

Nick: Yes. Jonathon French, (points 
across the restaurant.) He goes by 
his Korean name, Joon now. And 
Becky Tew (Hawes-Sivitz) and 
Branch Rothschild. 

Anna: Yes. I have a few close 
friends that went to GCS. It is 
very cool and special to be at the 
“wedding age” and be able to 
go to weddings of friends from 
elementary school and have them 
at mine this year!

Jane: How are you staying positive 
right now, with our political crisis? 
Or are you? 
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Nick: I’m not. Not entirely. I spent 
the fi rst few months feeling 
horrible about everything and now 
I am desensitized to it. I’m working 
on a photography project about 
the political stuff . That helps. But 
what really makes living possible 
is being able to be with my kids 
and just little kids in general. The 
community where Anna and I live 
is pretty isolated, so I am practicing 
active escapism on a pretty grand 
scale. 

Anna: I am trying to remain 
generally hopeful and trying to 
see the humor when I can. I know 
we are skating on thin ice, but 
honestly, I am trying not to think 
about it too much. It’s such a 
downer and I don’t want to play 
into the mass upset too much, 
because that feels like an angle 
that the new administration is 
trying to play. BUT I do think that 
being active locally, especially 
with the local food movement 
and staying focused on the 
environment is important. 

Jane: My big question is, are there 
things you experienced at the 
Center School that you feel really 
shaped you as a person? 

Nick: Yes. (pause…) Can we just 
leave it at that? Kidding! My 
immediate thought is that Center 
School gave me a Social IQ. I 
have a certain empathy, a level of 
engagement in the world that’s 
very thoughtful and looks more 
at other people’s lives than my 
own. I think about how people 
feel, how my actions aff ect other 
people. And, the other people I 
graduated Center School with have 
the same approach. On the other 
hand, people I graduated from 
high school with are thinking more 
about “how to get ahead.” And the 
more free-form learning style of 

the Center School certainly made 
it easier and more of an option for 
me to pursue art as a student and 
adult. 

Anna: I agree with the art thing. 
Being able to incorporate arts and 
even crafts into work and daily life 
dates back to my Center School 
days. I also think that being so 
connected with my teachers--
-even just calling them by their 
fi rst names was really important. I 
noticed that when I got to NMH I 
wanted stronger connections with 
my teachers and that was because 
that was what I was used to at 
GCS. I was looking at the old GCS 
t-shirt design (I still have one!) the 
other day, and I was thinking about 
the simple message of “Sharing 
and Caring.” It’s actually so 
important! I have also noticed that 
I feel a deep need to share, maybe 
more than some of my friends who 
didn’t go to GCS. I’m still close 
with Nora Proujansky and Libby 
Erlbaum-Rumelt and they both 
exhibit the same kind of almost-
obsessive giving and sharing. We 
all get it. And I think we got that 
from the Center School. 

Jane: Thanks so much, guys. The 
Center School is so proud of you 
both.
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Interview by Charlie Spencer,
Head of School

What brought you to the Valley?

We are refugees from the Boston 
area where our kids were in the 
“best schools” in Massachusetts, 
according to the Great Schools 
website. And they WERE great 
public schools at the early 
elementary level, but with the 
Harvard pipeline just ahead, we 
knew we needed to get out. We 
did not want to raise our children 
among such great monetary 
wealth, time poverty, and narrow 
defi nitions of success that we did 
not agree with. We had always 
heard the Pioneer Valley was 
among the greatest gems in 
the United States. Typically, the 
most beautiful wide open places 
(e.g. Montana, Utah, Idaho) are 
majority-Republican and it is only 
in cities that one fi nds progressives 
en masse, so what a joy to fi nd 
the Valley as an exception with its 
sweeping views, rope swings, big 
sky, bike rides over farmlands to 
ponds, and where kids can be (as 

our daughter, Talia, calls it) “free-
range organic kids.” Last year, we 
made a two-family move across 
the state to the Valley together 
with the Mazur-Rosenbloom family 
(whose kids, Adam and Raquel, 
already attended the Center 
School starting last year) into 
houses just across a woodsy path 
across from one another in North 
Amherst. 

How’d you fi nd the Center 
School?

Our girls’ living memories were all 
in our home in the Boston area, 
and the move and their transitions 
to the public schools in Amherst 
were rocky. They began to look at 
themselves from the outside-in, 
assess that they were not fi tting 
in, and deduce that in order to 
fi t in better, they would need to 
adjust how they self-presented. 
The specter of “faking it” or being 
“weird” began to hit! Our dear 
Jackie saw their suff ering and 
knew that there was a safe place 
for their spirits to unfold and be 
cherished as they are. Her children 
were already at the Center School 
and, with only the last day of 
school remaining last Spring, we 
decided to check it out. Thankfully, 
Jane paved the way for them to sit 
in on morning meeting in a class 
that last day to get a sense of it, 
which made it possible for us to 
suggest yet another transition.

Why did you choose us?

What we saw was a human garden 
brimming with life. Gender fl uidity 
irrigated it, and so many gorgeous 
souls populated it. We saw that 

NEW FAMILY PROFILE:
THE VILLALOBOS-SHARONE FAMILY
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kids were invited to EXPLORE and 
EXPRESS who they are, not be 
told or boxed in, and that learning 
could take so many forms, all of 
them fortifi ed by heart, warmth, 
creativity, and PLAY. We recognize 
that it’s REALLY hard to learn if a 
person is afraid, and so many kids 
are scared by fi fth grade, scared 
of judgment or exclusion. The fact 
that the Center School recognizes 
this and for the fi rst six weeks 
of school strives to create social 
bonding and a safe container for 
learning struck us as exceptionally 
wise and additionally sold us on 
the school.

What has it been like to be a new 
family here?

After being somewhat traumatized 
by the move and from changing 
schools last year, our girls were 
scared to make yet another move 
this year. We told them our solid 
prediction that they would feel 
more comfortable and at home at 
the Center School after one week 
than they felt after a YEAR at their 
school in Amherst. On day three, 
they both declared they were 
already there! It was so quickly 
evident that they had found a 
place to BE and BREATHE and 
BOND. It didn’t just turn around 
their school lives, it turned around 
their sense of who THEY are as 
people and whether or not their 
identities need to be, as Tara Brach 
calls it, a “space suit to protect 
them from a hostile environment,” 
or if their identity can be a gradual 
unfolding expression of who they 
feel themselves to be.

What do the girls like most about 
the school so far?

They LOVE their teachers, feel 
truly seen and valued, love singing 
the All School songs, loved the 

elections unit, love the outdoor 
time, love the individualized 
instruction. But by far, their favorite 
aspect of the Center School is that 
the other kids are so kind.

Are there any surprises, so far, in 
being part of the Center School?

The biggest surprise is how 
QUICKLY the girls returned to 
themselves, rediscovered their 
value and their voices, came out of 
hibernation with a renewed urge to 
connect with other kids, and felt a 
big fat juicy YES in the middle of 
their hearts.

ANA AND OFER’S BIOS:
Ana Villalobos

Ana is a spiritual seeker, 
mother, music maker, teacher, 
partner, and friend. She has 
lived and taught at a Zapotec 
orphanage in southern Mexico, 
in the Oregon public schools, 
and at Brandeis University as a 
professor of family and gender. 
She is currently on a path to heal 
herself of her own protective 
spacesuit identity and to live 
more fl ush with life. She is in no 
hurry!

Ofer Sharone

Ofer is a teacher, writer, father, 
husband, activist, and lover 
of nature and adventure.  As 
a young boy growing up in 
Israel, his dream was to see 
and understand the world, and 
change it for the better, and he 
is now a professor of sociology 
at UMass Amherst. He is ecstatic 
to be living in the Pioneer Valley 
where he can bike to work on a 
beautiful path and take weekend 
hikes with his family in the 
abundant nature all around.
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The Justice, Equity, and Diversity 
(JED) Committee formed in 
September to develop a Five-Year 
Plan for the school around these 
issues. As well, JED serves as a 
drawing board to instill ever more 
opportunities for growth and 
involvement for the entire school 
community. As a member, I have 
benefi ted from the insight and 
experiences shared while being 
involved with this committee. Just 
listening in on the discussions 
and asking questions to this small 
group of engaged people who are 
dedicated to grappling with these 
concerns has been rewarding. 
We are an active committee and 
welcome new members. Through 
study and discussion, we have a 
willingness to uncover and address 
our prejudices and advantages. 
We are bent on action and push 
to fortify our community in this 
regard. As well, we venture toward 
the horizon of complex and 
threshold endeavors to embolden 
and activate our school. We want 
the Center School to be a beacon. 
We are welcoming. We are always 
learning. We are always striving. 
If you are interested in becoming 
involved with this work, there is 
always much to do. Please email 
Sharon Gralnick, our chair, at
sgralnick-ub@nmhschool.org or 
Charlie Spencer, Head of School.

Here’s some of JED’s 
accomplishments this year: 

JED initiated a parent book club 
for three books this year: Between 
the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi 
Coates, She’s Not There: A Life in 
Two Genders by Jennifer Finney 
Boylan, and The Sun is Also a Star 
by Nicola Yoon.

A Social Justice Library was 
installed in the fi rst fl oor of the 
brick building. There are books 
available for all age ranges. We use 
the honor code for borrowing. If 
you have any books in this realm, 
feel free to donate them to our 
library.

Greenfi eld Center School is 
offi  cially a sanctuary school. 
That means that we welcome 
people into our school regardless 
of immigration status. In fact, 
we do not inquire about or 
consider immigration status 
when considering student or staff  
applications. We will not willingly 
permit ICE agents into the school.

JED will present its Five-Year Plan 
to the Center School Board in May.

Ashley Schaffer
JED & Board Member

Recent Events:
Lotería Night! 

Lotería/Bingo for prizes

Family Heritage potluck

This benefi t for the Franklin 
County Immigrant Emergency 
Fund raised $1,115!

SOCIAL JUSTICE IN ACTION
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This winter the Middles class (grades 3 & 4) studied the Lowell Mills, 
the mill workers of the 18-and-1900’s, and the labor movement that 
was fought there. The mills are a fascinating piece of American history 
that we are lucky enough to live quite close to. These textile mills were 
a huge part of shaping American work standards today, and continue 
to be a source of inspiration for those fi ghting for better working 
conditions, better pay for workers, and equal pay for women. At the end 
of our study the Middles compiled information about the mills that they 
thought everyone should know. Enjoy!

-Kathryn Greenwood Swanson & Sara LaPlante

How Weaving Works
The clothes we wear are all woven 
or knit. -Ala

It’s complicated. First they have to 
pick the cotton from the cotton 
fi elds. Then they have to de-seed it. 
And then they turn it into yarn by a 
machine that spins it until you can’t 
pull it apart anymore.  -Ayden

You spin wool (or cotton) into 
threads. And then you put it in 
machines and make cloth. -Eliot

Looms have two kinds of threads. 
Warp thread is the thread that you 
attach beforehand. Weft thread is 
the thread that goes under-over.

-Avery

The shuttle goes through the 
threads that swap direction every 
time the shuttle goes through to 
make the cloth. You get a fi nished 
piece when it does that over and 
over again. -Loie

You have to have a thread, and you 
have to tie it to the loom and you 
go up to the next position and go 
to the back of it, and then go to 
the bottom again, and then do the 

same thing from the next position. 
This is called warping the loom. 
You use the weft and go over-
under, or under-over. And you keep 
going until you reach the end. If 
you did under-over, then next you 
do over-under. In Lowell, they use 
a shuttle to make it easy. A shuttle 
is this long kind of pointy thing and 
there is usually thread wrapped 
around it and they had to push it 
forward and back and forward and 
back, and if you got hit by it that 
would really hurt because it had a 
sharp end. -Evelyn

The book Lyddie by 
Katherine Patterson
Lyddie is a fake character but does 
all the things in a mill girl’s life that 
really happened. This book is a 
really good realistic fi ction book. 

-Loie

It is a long book. I think it is long 
because Lyddie gets more and 
more depressed and complex. All 
of the characters start out as like, 
nothing, and then they build and 
build and build. -Stephen

A TRIP TO LOWELL MILLS
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A girl named Lyddie needs money 
for her family. Her sister gets very 
sick and her uncle is selling her 
home, so she goes to the Lowell 
Mills. -Ala

The book Lyddie by Katherine 
Patterson is a nice book. I really 
liked it. I like the part where she 
tells the overseer that she is going 
to send a letter to his wife if he 
does anything more bad to the 
people there. That made me think 
that Lyddie wants to stand up for 
the people who are working in the 
factories. -Ayden

The main character Lyddie gets 
very sick and injured by working in 
the mills. -Snowden

My favorite thing about the writing 
was that the detail was so precise 
and the author always left a 
cliff hanger at the end of a chapter. 

-Stephen

The Lowell Mills
The Lowell Mills were the fi rst place 
in the world to start from carding 
then to spinning, weaving, and 
sewing into clothes. -Raquel

The Lowell Mills were quite big. 
They had a lot of property there. 
The Lowell Mills were powered by 
water. -Elias

It worked like this: the water spun 
the wheel because it had grooves. 
The wheels were big and wooden 
and the wheel turned slowly. The 
wheel powered the machines.

-Stephen

They have real looms at the 
museum. We got to visit the mills. 
We got to work in some of the 

workers’ conditions like with harsh 
overseers and at a fast pace. We 
also didn’t get paid that much. 

-Avery

The weaving room was very hot, 
dry, and loud. It was so loud a 
stampede of elephants could run 
through the room and the workers 
wouldn’t have heard a sound. 

-Ala

The Lowell Mills was a place that 
they made clothes a long time 
ago and people who didn’t have 
enough money went there to get 
money. Women went there to make 
money. They had a really bad Board 
of Directors and the overseers got 
more money than the people when 
they were just sitting around all the 
time. -Ayden

The conditions were terrible. The 
head was terrible. They got sick 
easily. -Miles

It was really hot in there and when 
the mill girls got sick the bosses 
and the overseers wouldn’t care; 
they would still make them work. 
You’re probably asking yourself 
what is an overseer. An overseer 
is the boss of the workers and the 
overseers have to tell the workers 
stuff  like you are fi red or your 
wages are going down. -Eva

The Mill Girls
The mill girls got paid a lot less than 
other places. A lot of the girls got 
sick because it was so hot in the 
rooms. -Grady 

They started a petition. The Mill 
girls started a petition to make the 
wages go up and then make it only 



31

be a 10-hour work period. I think 
that was a good thing to try to do. 

-Ayden

The mill girls weren’t treated very 
nicely and the conditions in the 
mills weren’t good. In fact, they 
often got very sick and because 
they didn’t go to work, they got 
fi red. They went on strikes to 
protest their working conditions 

-Ala

They work and have no fun and 
they get little money. They went on 
strike. -Finn

The mill girls did stuff  like weave. 
They worked for 12 hours on 
weekdays and ten hours on 
Saturday. On Sunday there was no 
work. -Ada

Sometimes the owners slowed the 
clocks down because they wanted 
the mill girls to work longer for the 
same pay. -William

The Mill Girls were payed little 
wages and were treated badly. 
Some of them went on strike and 
got fi red and blacklisted. -Eliot

Most of the Mill girls came from 
like farms to work at Lowell to get 
money for their family because 

usually the family needed money 
for something. They lived in these 
huge houses that were called 
boarding houses and they had 
rooms where they usually had more 
than one or two girls in there and 
sometimes they had to share a 
bed. The girls had to get up really 
early in the morning and then go 
to work, and if they didn’t get 
there early enough they would get 
dismissed, which was mean. The 
overseers would lock the doors. 
They worked at a young age usually 
like sometimes they were ages 
like 9 and 10 years old. But once 
time got older, like in the 1900’s it 
started to be like 13-year-olds and 
14-year-olds. There was an age limit 
because people thought that when 
kids were younger they should get 
an education because education 
is very valuable. The mill girls 
fought for that by going on strike. 
The workers would be outside 
protesting and it would slow down 
everything because there weren’t 
enough workers to get everything 
made that they needed. Sometimes 
there were other workers who were 
willing to work no matter what 
because they needed money for 
their families so badly. That is called 
“crossing the picket line.” They 
made a lot of changes like only a 
ten-hour workday. -Evelyn
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Interview by Kim Hake,
Center School Alum & Teacher

Story teller. Sage. Kid whisperer. 

When the Center School staff  
was asked to think of a few words 
to describe Barb and the impact 
she has had on the school, their 
responses read like poetry. 

Warm. Forgiving. Persistent. The 
students were just as poetic. 

Whistling math genius story teller.
Caring. Steady. Twinkling eyes.
Joyful. Genuine. Hilarious.
Hilarious. Generous. Welcoming.
Warm. Generous. Hilarious. 

Evidently, we agree: Barb is as 
generous as she is funny. Anyone 
who saw Barb’s act at Center 
School’s Stand Up for the Annual 
Fund comedy night witnessed 
her brilliance in full force. Like 
Barb herself, the brilliance was 
in the balance: She could touch 
briefl y on deeply personal stories, 
then swing around with a punch 

line that was somehow both 
shockingly hilarious and perfectly 
understated. It felt off  the cuff , but 
was honed from years of refl ection 
and unpacking. It was entertaining, 
insightful, educational, optimistic. 
A seemingly casual conversation 
that lifts your spirits, makes you 
feel grounded, and gives you hope 
for the future? That’s Barb.

One thing is clear: over the past 
ten years, Barb has brought out 
the best in us. It’s what she does 
best. Whether she’s leading a 
class through the intricacies of 
algebraic concepts and skills, 
or strengthening a student’s 
phonemic awareness, or stopping 
in the hallway for a friendly chat, 
we are ready to be at our best 
when we are with Barb. 

Compassion. Wisdom. Connection.
Brilliant. Kind. Friend.
Barb: Genuine warmth.
Story teller. Champion of Kids.

It’s not surprising, then, that over 
and over again, staff  and students 

IT ALL ADDS UP TO LOVE:
A CELEBRATION OF BARB LOCKHART

Barb with her beloved 8th grade math class: Via Schatz-Allison, Jude Spencer, 
Ella LaMee, Sisi Richard, Sydney duKor-Jackson, Elias Stegeman
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emphasized connectedness. 
Personal connections, academic 
connections, and the connections 
between the two. At the root of 
connection, respect. Respect for 
the room and the materials: Pencils 
always sharp, with working manual 
sharpeners and decent erasers; 
tables clean and smudge-free; 
white board markers and erasers 
in their bins and calculators in 
theirs; student texts in order in the 
same spot on the shelf every day; 
and beautifully displayed posters 
showing a graphed quadratic 
equation, exclaiming: “Where 
we are going!” Also on her wall: 
Group selfi es of Barb with her 
students, everyone grinning at 
some apparent success, or joke, 
or maybe just delight in their 
togetherness. The connections are 
cyclical: If you borrow anything 
from her room, you will return 
it out of respect for her and her 
students, because she keeps 
it so orderly out of respect for 
her students. Kids learn best in 
an orderly environment, so she 
provides one. Students consistently 
described leaving her class feeling 
proud of what they’d accomplished 
that day. If you ever fi nd yourself 
outside her room at the end of 
class, you will see students leaving 
with an extra bounce in their step, 
holding their heads high. The 
sharpened pencils, the complex 
math, the grinning students: all 
inextricably connected. That’s 
Barb.

Connectedness has been Barb’s 
major goal as an educator for 
the last 40 years. Even if you are 
just popping into her room to 
borrow (and defi nitely return!) a 
pencil, she will always take the 
time to connect with you as a 
human. You will never have a short 
conversation with Barb. And the 

extra time she took with you might 
be what boosts you up and gets 
you through the rest of your day.

The interview below was 
conducted over three days. 
Afterwards, I felt like I’d been on a 
meditation retreat. That’s Barb.

How long have you been 
teaching? 
40 years. And I’ve been at Center 
School for the last 10. 

What do you think you’ll 
remember about working here?
I’ve worked at a few diff erent 
schools, and every place that I’ve 
worked has provided me with a 
diff erent opportunity for growth. 
I’ve been fortunate enough to 
work in a lot of small and unusual 
schools where you can get right to 
what matters. The Center School 
is the last stop. I will remember 
that it has been very nurturing for 
me. How well respected I’ve felt. 
The people, the leadership, the 
environment, how safe it is. It’s 
just turned out to be fun. Having 
the social justice piece so well 
put together is so heartening. It 
makes me very, very happy. The 
crux of my life as an educator has 
always been Social Justice, and it 
is beyond what I imagined when I 
began teaching that there would 
be a school with so many pieces 
put so beautifully together to 
be sure that everyone’s included 
and that I would complete my 
professional life at such a school. 
And the culture. When I arrived 
at GCS, I didn’t really know much 
about the school at all. When you 
arrive at a place you know nothing 
about, you are walking into a new 
culture. And this school really has 
a distinct culture. I will remember 
the people who reached out, took 
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me under their wing, continually 
helped me integrate into the fabric 
of the school. The good-hearted 
sense of humor and cheerfulness. 
And, again, the nurturing. That’s 
important to me. It’s important for 
me, and it’s important for the kids.

What’s been your favorite part of 
working at the Center School?
The kids are so great. As are the 
staff . The fl exibility in instruction, 
so we can meet each student’s 
needs. The rigor, the joy, the 
opportunity for growth. It’s a 
thrill and a pleasure for me to 
watch and be with the younger 
teachers. To see what they do, 
how they do it, their ideas. It’s very 
heartwarming for me to be a part 
of it. Because of my stage of life, 
it’s a joy for me to be, physically 
and within my heart, close to the 
people I work with in the Finer 
Building, and to know that good 
education is happening, and will 
continue to happen. The deliberate 
environment, the astonishing 
leadership and the strong, good-
hearted teachers and staff  have 
everything to do with that. 

A group of students described 
you as warm, forgiving, and 
persistent. They know they can 
mess up and you’ll still love them. 
And you’ll still be persistent 
about teaching them whatever 
you are teaching them. But they 
were all pretty emphatic about 
how forgiving you are. Can you 
explain that a little bit?
Within the fi rst month or so of 
my fi rst year when I was getting 
my feet wet, I made a comment 
to somebody that I wish I hadn’t. 
But once a word is spoken, it’s 
spoken. It’s one of the three things 
you can’t take back: a spent arrow, 
a spoken word, and a missed 

opportunity. I was feeling badly 
about what I’d said, and I shared 
that with a staff  member who I 
only knew a little bit at the time. 
He listened. And he turned to me 
and said, “It’s really okay to forgive 
yourself.” I misspoke; and he gave 
me an opportunity to grow. I am 
still so grateful to him for that. We 
all make blunders, or mistakes, or 
react in a way we didn’t mean to or 
want to. We have to make sure we 
forgive ourselves. Then it will make 
it easier for us to forgive others.

I love that saying, “Within our own 
imperfection, we are perfect.” I’m 
glad the students got the message 
about forgiveness.

Speaking of sayings, do you have 
a favorite saying about teaching?
Yes. Well, I have a favorite Zen 
philosophy of education: The 
teacher and the student form a 
circle.

What’s in the circle? What makes 
it work?
Interest. Open mind, open heart. 
And trust. Oh! And a sense of 
humor. 

This sounds cliché, but I want to 
know: What have you learned 
about being a teacher over the 
years?
Enjoy teaching. It’s honorable to 
give what you know or what you 
can do to young people. They 
appreciate it. Love the kids. If you 
don’t love them it’s gonna be really 
hard. Be tolerant. Relax. Have fun. 
Balance it with a certain amount 
of fi rmness. This might sound 
cliché too, but follow your heart. 
Really do. One of my fi rst teaching 
mentors told me, right off  the bat, 
day one, “Be friendly but fi rm.” 
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And I’ve taken that to heart. I’m 
lucky that I have done this for so 
long, because it can take a lot of 
practice. Things are never the same 
twice. We make mistakes, learn 
from them and try it again. We are 
teachers, but we have to also be 
learners.

Any special, memorable 
moments?
Oh, wow. I can’t pick one. But 
graduation days are fun. They 
are very festive and joyous. Each 
student is really honored at their 
graduation. The whole school 
community rallies around them. 
We’re all so proud of them and 
happy for them. Also, trips to Cape 
Cod have been fun. I love playing 
with the kids on the beach, eating 
supper, hanging out with them 
around the campfi re. Lit classes; 
Math classes. Getting to be part of 
other teachers’ classes. The Staff  
Act at the Variety Show. Ice skating 
with the Primes. Music class with 
Ann. Flags with Chris. I have so 
many joyful memories.

What do you hope to be 
remembered for?
The teachers who I had and 
remember from a long time ago, 
beginning in fi rst grade, sixty years 
ago (!), are remembered for being 
kind and for believing in me. I hope 
I will be remembered similarly. 

What do you hope students leave 
Center School knowing? 
That they are important citizens of 
the word. They have the skills to 
participate toward the goodness of 
all humanity.

Here at the Center School, they are 
guided with a lot of love. So when 
we send them out into the world, I 

hope that they know that they can 
lead themselves and others with a 
heart full of love. They’ve had good 
role models here.

That’s probably good advice for 
grown-ups, too.
It probably is!

What three words would you use 
to describe the Center School? 
Smart. Very important. Fun.

Any parting words of wisdom?
Friction can make us grow. The 
road will undoubtedly get bumpy 
and when it does, turn to people 
who you know care about you, 
remember the Greenfi eld Center 
School, and walk tall.

And send it into the world!

Kim Hake



36

IN MEMORY

Matt Cochran (1979-2016)

Matt Cochran, a member of the class of 

1994 and brother to Liza (class of 1996) and 

Jonathan (class of 2004), died in a work-

related accident on July 25th, 2016. Matt was 

a resident of Prescott, Arizona for many years, 

having moved there for addiction recovery. He 

stayed on to become an active and devoted 

member of AA, a Prescott College graduate, 

and a well loved member of the community. He 

will be remembered for his indomitable spirit, 

unwavering honesty, and wonderful sense of 

humor. Matt was always one of a kind, a straight 

talker who could distill a situation into its very 

essence in just a few words, popping out phrases 

that were funny and poignant. His lifelong 

friendship with Branch Rothschild began at the 

Center School and remained an important part of 

his adult life. He is deeply missed by his circle of 

loving friends and family.

Branch Rothschild, Becky Hawes-Sivitz, Liza 

Jeswald, Darius and Ben Marder all attended 

Matt’s memorial service. He is survived by sibling 

Liza, Jonathan and Jamie and parents Lorni and 

Jock.

Thomas Roberts-Wierzbowski (1982-2016)

Thomas graduated from the Center School in 

1998 and then went to Greenfi eld High School, 

where he was a member of the National Honor 

Society. He attended Greenfi eld Community 

College for 2 years and is one of their 

“Distinguished Alums.” In 2008, he graduated 

from the University of Massachusetts with a 

Bachelor’s Degree in Individualized Concentration 

focusing on Film Production and Psychology. 

He also received his Film Studies Certifi cate. 

Thomas created “Life in a Wheelchair” disability 

awareness videos: lifeinawheelchair.net. Thomas 

founded Buddy Baseball and received the 

“Families 1000” award from the Massachusetts 
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Department of Mental Retardation, presented by 

then Governor William Weld. Thomas served on 

the Massachusetts Department of Public Health’s 

Youth Advisory Council and then the Young 

Adult Advisory Council for the Commonwealth. 

Thomas was a regular participant in Outdoor 

Adventures’ accessible kayaking program, and 

enjoyed swimming. When he was younger, he 

rode horses and was an active skier in the Center 

School skiing program, with the help of a ski 

walker.

Thomas is survived by his sister, Victoria (class of 

2000) and his parents Pam and Ed. 

Jamie Greenberg (1990-2013)

Jamie, class of 2003, went onto Mohawk Trail 

Regional High School then to Vassar College 

where he studied philosophy. He was awarded 

the Ann Cornelisen Fellowship which allowed 

him to attend a summer program through Yale 

University in St. Petersburg, Russia. Jamie spent 

the winter of his junior year at Oxford University 

in England, where he immersed himself in 

studying the philosophy of language. In 2011, as 

he was completing his second term at Oxford, 

Jamie was diagnosed with acute myeloid 

leukemia. After a round of treatment, he wrote 

a senior thesis, and graduated with his class in 

2012, with departmental and general honors. 

He also received the Philosophy Department’s 

Philip Nochlin Prize. Jamie was elected to 

Vassar’s chapter of Phi Beta Kappa and was one 

of 20 students nationwide to be awarded the 

prestigious Beinecke Fellowship for graduate 

study. Jamie was off ered admission into seven 

prestigious graduate school programs and 

planned to begin his PhD in the fall of 2013. 

Jamie was also a musician, playing trumpet as 

a child and electric bass in high school. Jamie 

loved to spend time outdoors, whether hiking 

and identifying trees with his sister or lying in the 

shade with friends in Prospect Park. 

Jamie is survived by his sister, Julie (class of 

2000) and his parents David and Elizabeth.
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Class of 2017
High Schools

Sydney duKor-Jackson: Northfi eld Mount Hermon School

Amelie Fisher: Easthampton High School

Mikayla Hannus: Easthampton High School

John Klinger: Northfi eld Mount Hermon School

Ella LaMee: The Academy at Charlemont 

Sierra Richard: Ralph C. Mahar Regional High School 

Avani Richardson: Four Rivers Charter Public School 

Sylvia (Via) Schatz-Allison: Northfi eld Mount Hermon School 

Jude Spencer: Northfi eld Mount Hermon School 

Elias Stegeman: ???

Amelie Stevens: Northampton High School

Class of 2013
Colleges and Such 

Lydia Anderson: Gap Year in Spain 

Julian Burgoff : Honors College at UMass, Amherst 

Claudia Danford: University of Vermont 

Isabella DeHerdt: Wellesley College 

Jackson Fisher: Westfi eld State University 

Shannon Hobbs: Spanish Immersion Program in Ecuador

Sasha McCraney-Montalvo: Barry University

Sirena Phillips: Smith College 

Lauren Phillips-Jackson: Lafayette College 

Spencer Reynolds: University of Mary Washington 

Ben Schocket-Green: University of California San Diego

Eliza Sclater-Booth: Continuing at Kimball Union Academy 

Noah Spiegel: Organic Farming in Switzerland and New Zealand

Gabriel Wysoker: University of Vermont 

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES:
CLASS OF 2017 AND CLASS OF 2013
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